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 Vocabulary  What should I already know?  

abundant when a resource is plentiful (there is lots of it) 
• The seven continents and five oceans. 

• The names of some key rivers around the world. 

• That different countries have different climates. 

• That the climate of different countries in affected by their location and 

distance from the equator. 

• Some physical and human features of places that I have studied. 

• That trade happens between different countries. 

biome A biome is a large region of Earth that has a certain climate and certain 
types of living things. Major biomes include tundra, forests, grasslands, 
and deserts.  

climate 
a pattern of weather in a particular area over many years 

continent a group of countries in a similar part of the world e.g. Europe 
distribution how things are spread out in over an area 
economy A country’s economy is the wealth it gets from business and industry 

environment the natural world, as a whole or in a particular geographical area  

 Diagrams  

equator 
An imaginary line around the centre of the earth 
 What types of natural resources exist? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Natural resources fall into two main groups. Renewable – those that can be replaced 

once they have been used – and non-renewable – those where a certain amount exists 

and once used we cannot make more. 

 

export 
when goods are sent out of one country and sold to another country 
 Key Knowledge  

• Natural resources provide us with the raw 
materials that we need to produce the products 
that we rely on. 

• Natural resources fall into two main categories – 
renewable and non-renewable 

• It is best to use renewable resources 
wherever possible to avoid future shortages 

• Many natural resources provide us with 
energy or power 

• Some natural resources can provide us with 
clean energy and others create pollution 

• Different natural resources come from 
different parts of the world.  

• The distribution of natural resources can greatly 
affect the economies of different countries. 

• The ways we use natural resources can greatly 
affect the environment 

• Oil, gas, coal, wind, water and nuclear are all 
natural resources that can be used to make 
electricity 
 

extract to take something out of somewhere 
human features Geographical features made by human beings 
import to buy goods that were produced in another county 
natural 
resources 

anything that is provided by the Earth that humans can use to produce 
things 

non-renewable any resource that cannot be easily made again once it has been used 
nuclear energy a type of energy made by nuclear fission in a nuclear power station 
ore a naturally occurring material which metal can be extracted from 

petroleum 
a resource that can be extracted from under the ground and used to 
make fuels such as petrol, paraffin and diesel oil 

physical features naturally occurring features in the world that would exist without 
humans 

pollution 
substances in the environment that have a harmful or poisonous effect 

renewable something that does not get used up and run out e.g. wind or sunlight  

scarce a resource that is in short supply (there isn’t much of it) 

solar energy energy that can be made from sunlight 
trade  buy and selling goods 
wind turbine a big rotating windmill that generates electricity as it turns 

uranium a material that is used as a fuel in nuclear reactors to make electricity 

 

 Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Ti
m

el
in

e
 

 

c. AD 250: By this stage, the Maya c. AD 840:  The quality of Today...there are still 7 
had many established cities. They the fields is poor, and this million indigenous 
had many monuments, pyramids combined with land erosion, Mayan people living in 
and devised a writing and maths leads to a drought. Central America. 
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 • Use atlases and maps to find where key natural resources are located in the world and explain how this may affect their 

economies 

• Label maps to show where natural resources can be located.  

• Compare the average wood production in different areas of the world and draw a graph to represent this. 

• Compare the economies of oil producing nations with nations that don’t and represent this in a table. 

• Make links between the location of natural resources and the climates and industrialisation of those countries. 

• Explain how use of natural resources can impact the Earth, particularly in relation to the future of the planet 

• Consider the advantages and disadvantages of different methods of producing energy 

• Explain sustainability and the role that rainforests play 
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