
19 June 2020 

Dear families 

We hope that all are well and looking forward to what promises to be tropical temperatures next week! 

Firstly, we would like you to know that the past three weeks of welcoming Reception, Y1 & Y6 children 
who have opted to attend school (as well as our keyworker children already attending) have gone very 
smoothly – thank you to the children, parents and grandparents and the staff.  Numbers of children have 
not risen greatly but it is joyful to see how well the children, coming in for the first weeks after so long out 
of school, have prospered and have enjoyed being back. 

Due to the fact that we do not currently have high numbers of children attending, and still have space and 
staff capacity, we feel that we are in a position to welcome back more children from Monday 29 June. 
This extended offer is for Nursery, Y2 & Y5 children and will function in the same way as for the year 
groups currently attending: 

 Your child will attend for two days a week: either Mon/Tues or Thurs/Fri (Weds is deep clean day): 
these days have already been allocated to children as we had to initially map out the whole school in 
order to ensure siblings could attend on the same day: if you opt in, we will let you know which two 
days your child can attend.  

 We will do all we can to have your child’s usual teacher leading the class bubble groups but this 
cannot always be guaranteed. 

 If your child is currently in a keyworker bubble and you would like them to join their class bubble and 
are able to conform to the two allocated days, you can now opt in to the class bubble (you cannot, 
however, choose which two days or attend the class bubble for two days and the keyworker bubble 
on other days). All these measures are there to keep everyone as safe as possible. 

 Please read the risk assessment, the instructions that must be followed at school and what your child 
needs to wear and is allowed to bring into school (see school website). 

 Class bubbles, like keyworker bubbles, will have restricted numbers of children. 

 If you decide you would like your child/ren to attend from week beginning 29 June, please inform us 
by 2pm Thursday 25 June via parents@andrewslane.herts.sch.uk – remember to indicate your child’s 
name and year group. 

You must be aware that we reserve the right to close or suspend any class bubble if staffing capacity 
diminishes.  We will be monitoring the success of this extended offer in order for us to evaluate the 
possibility of inviting the remaining year groups into school during the last week of term for a chance to 
enjoy some time with their teachers and friends.  

Other news and reminders: 

 Teachers are currently writing reports for your child/ren. Of course these have to be written from 
the perspective of where the children were at the end of the spring term. The reports will be 
emailed by 3 July (or posted if you have not sent a test message to 
parents@andrewslane.herts.sch.uk). You will then receive a call from your child’s teacher on one 
of two allocated days (information on these will be included with the report) in order to discuss 
the report. 

parents@andrewslane.herts.sch.uk 

Please only use this address for communicating with school.  Thank you 
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 We shall be re-issuing Free School Meal vouchers for the summer holidays for those families on 
benefits-related FSM. So far, we have not been informed of which voucher company will be 
administering these. We’ll keep you updated as we hear more. Thanks to Marcus Rashford for his 
successful campaign!   If your child is entitled to FSM you can order a packed lunch to collect daily 
from school during term-time.  

 We are exploring different ways school and educational provision may look from September and 
one of these is ‘blended learning’, which means  some direct in-school teaching and learning (the 
traditional way we are accustomed to) combined with online learning that may include some 
direct or recorded teaching. It also has the facility for children to upload their learning and receive 
teacher feedback as well as have questions/queries responded to. Some examples of these types 
of online platforms are: Google Classroom/ Microsoft Teams/ Loom/ Seesaw. The picture for 
September is unclear but we will keep you informed of any developments. 

 You will have read or heard about a potential summer school ‘catch-up’: no information about this 
scheme has been communicated to schools yet – should we hear anything further, we will let you 
know. What we have gathered about ‘catch-up’ in general so far is below: 

Information about the 'Billion pound COVID catch-up plan' is emerging but no details available yet 
on how it will be devolved and administered. A colleague has picked up the following about the 
scheme and other issues from the press and from the WorthLess campaign: 

 New measures to help primary and secondary pupils catch up. 
 £650m shared across state schools over 2020-21 academic year to lift educational 

outcomes. 
 £350m National Tutoring Programme (additional money) specifically for the most 

disadvantaged. 
 The National Tutoring Programme is designed to reach up to two million of England’s most 

disadvantaged children 
 This £1 billion package is on top of the £14 billion three-year funding settlement 

announced last year - recognising the additional work schools will need to do to help 
students to catch up. 

 The Government’s ambition is that all providers running holiday clubs and activities for 
children over the summer holiday will be able to open, if the science allows. 

 Education Endowment Foundation https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/ has 
also published a guide to help school leaders and staff decide how to use this funding to 
best support their pupils and their outcomes. 

 It provides advice on support strategies schools can use in deciding how to support pupils, 
including intervention programmes, extra teaching capacity, access to technology or 
summer schools. 

 

 Updated government guidance for parents and carers about educational settings opening: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-

carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
outbreak 

 

Thank you to all the parents and children who have sent us learning, photos, best wishes and kind words 
– all much appreciated. 

Have a splendid weekend. 

Mrs Devally and the ALS team. 
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