
Monday 6th July  

Word families 

 

Recap – word families 

A word family is a group of words that have similar letter patterns and 

meanings.  

They often have the same root word but different beginnings (prefixes) 

and endings (suffixes) 

e.g. 

poor is a root word. We can add suffixes (endings) to make new words. 

poorly      poorer   poorest 

 

Remember: learn how to spell the root word, then just add the 

prefix or the suffix 

 

 

kind is a root word. We can add prefixes (beginnings) or suffixes (endings) 

to make new words. We can add a prefix and a suffix to the same root 

word. 

unkind    kindly   kinder   kindest   kindness   unkindly 

 

1. For each of the kind words above, put them into a sentence to show 

their different meanings. 

 

2. Underline the word in each group that does not belong to the same 

word family 

a) enjoy   enjoyable   rejoined   unenjoyable   enjoyed 

b) hopeless   hopping   hopefully   hoping   hopeful 

 

3. Write one more word for each word family. 

a) happy   happier   _______________ 

b) sad   sadly   ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Recap – word families: verbs 

We use different forms of verbs, depending on who is doing the action and 

when the action is happening. 

The different forms of a verb belong to the same word family. 

e.g. 

climb is the root word. 

I climb She climbs 

She is climbing She climbed 

 

climb, climbs, climbing and climbed are all in the same word family. 

 

4. Write a sentence for each word – climb, climbs, climbing and climbed 

 

dive is the root word. 

I dive He dives 

He is diving He dived 

 

dive, dives, diving and dived are all in the same word family. 

 

Remember: To add ing or ed to a root word ending in e, take off the 

e first. 

 

5. Choose the correct form of the verb to complete the sentence. 

move    moves   moving   moved 

 

He is _____________ house next week. 

 

6. Complete the table with the correct verb forms for the verb ‘drip’ 

 

Present tense Past tense 

I drip 

 

 I ________________ 

He ____________ 

 

It _____________ 

We are ____________ 

 

They ______________ 

 


